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The Cats are Coming to Boston
Drop by The Boardwalk Studio and Gallery at 109 West Je� erson Street, Boston GA 
on June 14 between 6 and 8 PM for a chance to relax and enjoy a number of Miss 
Kitty’s cats, some co� ee, cake, and great art work.  A $5 donation is suggested. This 
is the � rst ever Miss Kitty Cat Cafe, an opportunity to enjoy a fun � lled evening with 
some laid back cats and some not so laid back kittens.  Thank you, Lori and Rich 
Curtis for stepping up to make this concept a reality.

The Miss Kitty Cat Café is a pop-up business enterprise.
Mr. or Ms. Business Owner, would you like to sponsor a fun � lled afternoon or evening with the cats at your business?

Call us at 236-0167 to schedule a date.

A Testimonial to Miss Kitty

JUNE IS ADOPT-A-CAT MONTH®
Miss Kitty adult cats may be adopted for $20 throughout the month of June.

Adopting more than one cat could double the fun
Each spring during “kitten season,” thousands of newborn kittens join the millions of cats already in shelters across the country.  If you’re 
thinking about adopting a cat, why not consider taking home two. Cats require exercise, mental stimulation, and social interaction, and if 
you’re away from home during the day, two cats can provide this for each other. Plus, they’ll provide more bene� ts to you!  Cats’ purring has 
been shown to soothe humans as well as themselves – and they have an uncanny ability to just make you smile. 

Here are nine steps to take before you search for the cat(s) that suit your lifestyle and personality:

1. Find a cat whose personality meshes with your personality.  Just as we each have our own personality, so do cats. In general, 
cats with long hair and round heads and bodies are more easygoing than lean cats with narrow heads and short hair, which 
are typically more active. Adoption counselors can o� er advice to help you match the cat’s with your own.

2. Pick a veterinarian ahead of time and schedule a visit within the � rst few days following the adoption; make sure you 
schedule a neutering/spaying appointment for your new pet.  

3. Make sure everyone in the house is prepared to have a cat before it comes home. Visiting Miss Kitty Sanctuary should be 
a family event.  When adopting a new cat with existing pets at home, discuss with Miss Kitty professionals on a proper 
introduction.

4. Budget for the short- and long-term costs of a cat. Understand any pet is a responsibility, and there are costs associated 
with that.  

5. Stock up on supplies before the cat arrives. Be prepared so your new cat can start feeling at home right away. Your cat will 
need a litter box, cat litter, food and water bowls, food, scratching posts, safe and stimulating toys, a cushy bed, a brush for 
grooming, a toothbrush and nail clippers.

6. Cat-proof your home. A new cat will quickly teach you not to leave things lying out.  Get rid of loose items your cat might 
chew on, and watch to ensure the kitten isn’t chewing on electric cords.  Pick up random items like paper clips (even 
earrings on your bureau top!) which kittens may swallow.

7. Go slowly when introducing your cat to new friends and family. It can take several weeks for a cat to relax in a new 
environment. It’s a great idea to keep the new addition secluded to a single room (with a litter box, food and water, toys, 
and the cat carrier left out and open with bedding inside) until the cat is used to the new surroundings.  

8. Be sure to include your new pet in your family’s emergency plan. You probably have a plan in place for getting your family 
to safety in case of an emergency. Adjust this plan to include your pets. Add phone numbers for your veterinarian and 
closest 24-hour animal hospital to your “in-case-of-emergency” call list.

9. If you’re considering giving a cat as a gift, make sure the recipient is an active participant in the adoption process. Though 
well-meaning, the surprise kitty gift doesn’t allow for a “get-to know-one-another” period. 

Brought to you in June by American Humane Association (edited for this newsletter)

Macy is the third cat we have adopted from MIss Kitty. Macy was visiting us while we were 
napping in the sack this afternoon. It was cold for late May, and the kitties were piled with 
us upon the quilt. Fred said to Macy, “The time has come, Macy, that I told you the truth. You 
were an accident”. You see, we had adopted Macy after Buster ran away for three weeks, and 
Misty, our third Miss Kitty cat, was now obviously lonely and needed a companion. But then 
days after we brought Macy home, we found Buster three blocks away after a person, who 
had seen our posted signs, called us up that he had sighted Buster.

Fred took the occasion to ask Macy, “Are you glad to be here with us, or would you rather be 
back at the orphanage?” I said, “Fred, don’t call the Sanctuary an orphanage!” “Sorry”, Fred 
replied, “I just wanted to know if Macy was happy. Once in a great while she gets this far-o�  
look, and I wonder if she is day-dreaming of the orphanage and all her buddies there.”

I bet they do remember about the Miss Kitty.  I bet they remember a wonderful place where 
many kind folks took care of them and played with them, and where they had 20 other really neat kitty roommates. I bet if they 
thought about it, they’d remember kitties that they were great friends with at the Miss Kitty, and I too have wondered whether they 
miss the other kitties.  I just hope they don’t remember the sad part where they were lost or abandoned or orphaned, but just the 
great part where they were taken in and had a wonderful place to thrive.

When we noti� ed the Sanctuary that Buster had been found, you said you’d take Macy back now that we had located Buster and 
found a companion for Misty. But there was no way we were taking Macy back. We had bonded in minutes, and the other two cats 
accepted her without problems. 

I recall that when we were carrying Macy from the Sanctuary, one of the volunteers saw this and said, “Oh, you are adopting Macy”. 
She recognized Macy among the hundred-plus cats, so obviously Macy was a Miss Kitty favorite. She is now a Menger favorite.

What wonderful kitties. I know probably most folks think a cat is a cat. But we all know that isn’t so. Every cat is a di� erent “person.”

Wish we could be there on the ground-breaking for the clinic. Now, that is a true blessing for Thomasville and the critters.

Love to all,
Lib and Fred



South Georgia Low Cost 
Spay & Neuter Clinic set to 

open September 2014
When retiree Jerry Henderson starts talking about his dream – to provide a low cost spay and neuter clinic in South Georgia -- his face lights up like a 
Christmas tree.

For him, that dream will become a reality on June 1st when construction begins on the one-story, 1,850 square foot facility.  It will be located behind the 
Miss Kitty Feline Sanctuary on Covington Avenue and will provide spaying and neutering surgery for both cats and dogs.   Henderson said the intake process 
and surgery will be exquisitely e�  cient.

 “There will be one entrance for cats, one for dogs,” he said. “There will also be a separate dog and cat prep area for the surgery.”  The building will house one 
surgery suite to serve both cats and dogs, and that suite will consist of two operating tables.  

The techs will prepare the animals, and apply the anesthesia.  The vet will stand between the two operating tables, perform one surgery, then turn around 
and perform the next.  “That process will enable the Clinic to perform 30 surgeries a day, or potentially 7,000 a year,” said Henderson.

Once the surgery is complete the four-legged patient will be taken to an area called the beach that will be out� tted with electric warming pads.  The patient 
will be wrapped individually for warmth, and then transported six feet away to a post-op cage.  The patient will remain there until released to the owner.  The 
surgery is same day, with no overnight stays.

Word about the new Clinic has been buzzing around South Georgia these past months, and veterinarians and vet techs already have expressed keen interest 
in working at the Clinic, scheduled to be fully operational September 1.  Henderson estimates that initially one vet and two vet techs will be hired for full-
time positions, along with a full-time o�  ce manager.

The cost for spaying and neutering the family cat or dog will be a fraction of what veterinary hospitals charge: $60 for spaying or neutering.  “In Thomas 
County the cost can run as much as $200,” he said.  “That’s the reason why there are so many stray cats (in town) because people will not pay $200.  In 
addition, one-time vaccinations, a rabies shot and a microchip implant will be o� ered to pet owners who use the Clinic for spaying and neutering.  

The geographic area that will be served by the Clinic is 75 mile radius from Thomasville, including 
Valdosta, Albany, Bainbridge, and Tallahassee.  “That area is populated by 850,000 people and 
“hundreds of thousands of cats roaming around,” he said.

Henderson and other members of the Board of Miss Kitty Feline Sanctuary (for which he 
is President) have preached hard for the need for a low-cost spay and neuter clinic in South 
Georgia.   The need for one, he said, is simple math.

“Cats and dogs know nothing about birth control,” he said.  A � ve-month-old cat can deliver a 
litter of kittens, and can deliver three litters per year.  That adds up to a female cat representing 
13 cats per year. 

He estimates that there are four million cats and dogs euthanized in animal shelters throughout 
the U.S. every year.  “They are supposed to be sheltered, but that’s not the case,” he said.

Because of the warm weather in southern Georgia, the feral cat population is especially high 
which is why the time has come for a reasonably prices spaying and neutering clinic that the 
average pet owner can a� ord. Besides the family pet population, the Clinic also will provide 
spays and neuters for strays, and envisions a corps of volunteers who will trap, cage and deliver 
stray or feral cats for surgery.  “Trap, neuter and return is the humane concept,” he said.  

Down the road he is hopeful that the City of Thomasville will contribute some � nancial aid for the cost in performing the surgery for these indigent animals.

The $206,000 total funding for the building and equipment has been met, and August 15th has been targeted for the “soft opening,” with the Clinic ready to 
greet four-legged customers – cats and dogs alike -- on September 1. 

Henderson hopes to meet his mark of 30 operations per day which will provide a gross income of $20,000 per month.  That’s the minimum income needed 
to keep the Clinic operational.  Henderson, other animal lovers and philanthropists in the City are banking on the � ow of pet owners who want a low-cost 
spaying and neutering service in the area.

“It’s getting out there by word-of-mouth,” he said.  “I think pet owners will be pleased they will � nally have a service they can a� ord.”

“Miss Kitty is fun”
This is � rst of a series celebrating a member of the  Miss Kitty 
Sanctuary volunteer corps.  This month we feature Junior Volunteer 
Caitlyn Atkinson.

Like most pre-teens, Caitlyn Atkinson, 12 of Thomasville has a busy 
schedule.  She participates in Quiz Bowl, and Odyssey of the Mind 
at school and manages to pull straight A’s in her classes at Thomas 
County Middle School with math being her favorite subject.

In addition to her friends, schoolwork and extracurricular activities, 
she’s a dependable, devoted Junior Volunteer at Miss Kitty 
Sanctuary.  What’s exceptional about her is that she can be relied 
upon, like clockwork, to show up every Thursday after school for 
her shift.   

“I appreciate that Caitlyn is a teenager and could be doing many 
things, but she gives her time to our organization,” said Regina 
Duggar, volunteer coordinator and medical supervisor at Miss Kitty.  
Duggar recognizes the invaluable contribution that her corps of 
volunteers adds to the daily operation of Miss Kitty.  “Volunteers 
like Caitlyn help us meet the Sanctuary’s mission to protect and 
promote the well being of the animals in our care.”  

Since the age of 10, Caitlyn has cleaned room four at the Sanctuary, 
freshening food and water bowls, and replacing soiled pillowcases 
and blankets that the felines sleep on during the day.  Her job also 
entails cleaning out a trough of kitty litter, a job she doesn’t seem to 
mind because at the end of her shift, the real fun begins.

“I get to play with the cats, and I love that,” she said.  “My favorites 
are Rascal and Tux,” she said, adding Mojo – the escape artist from 
room seven -- is a third favorite.

With all the other non-pro� t organizations in town why does she 
spend her after-school time volunteering solely at Miss Kitty?  

“I like that it is really fun, and Miss Kitty doesn’t put animals in 
danger,” she said, referring to the organization’s non-pro� t’s no-
cage, no-kill policy.  “The cats are free to roam around and that’s 
what (cats) like.  It’s fun to see them grow and get adopted.” 

This smart young lady is already targeting a career in marine biology 
with her eye on acceptance at FSU to pursue her studies.  In the 
meantime, though, she plans on continuing her volunteer e� orts at 
Miss Kitty Sanctuary.

“It’s so much fun, really, I can’t stay away.  I love it.”

For additional information on how to join the Miss Kitty 
Sanctuary Junior Volunteer Corps or regular Volunteer Corps, 
call 229-236-0167. 

Cat Tails – 
Did you hear the story about the � yer, the 

jumper or the escape artist?

The Flyer…
Lee was a beautiful tiny bundle 
of � u�  when brought to the Miss 
Kitty Feline Sanctuary.  Driving into 
Thomasville, a caring soul spotted 
the kitten on the edge of the road.  
The little kitten had been seriously 
injured, probably as a result of being 

� ung from a moving car.  The � ight in the air did its damage as the 
kitten’s right front leg was completely separated from the shoulder.  
Fortunately the nerves had been separated as well, and kitty Lee 
was totally unaware of his predicament.  He was admitted to Miss 
Kitty Feline Sanctuary by Nikki Scott who became his foster mom.  
Weighing in at less than two pounds Lee would require fostering 
for another eight weeks until his weight was su�  cient to support 
the amputation of the useless limb.  Thanks to the generosity of 
our volunteers and Facebook supporters, Lee was able to have his 
surgery on Valentine’s Day.  What a beautiful expression of love – 
now Lee has a chance for a good life!

The Jumper…
The volunteers at MKFS can only 
speculate how Roxy was injured 
that day, but we can only suppose 
that she jumped or fell from the 
top of a cat tree in her room.  That 
morning a volunteer noticed Roxy 
was unable to walk properly.  At 
� rst the diagnosis was a strained 
back, but she did not improve 
with treatment.  On her second 

visit to the hospital it was determined that she had bilateral luxating 
patellas, or dislocated knee caps. Surgery was required, and the cost 
was more than $1,000.  Once again our devoted supporters rallied, 
the funds were raised, and surgery was performed in February. Still 
recovering, Roxy is walking around the front o�  ce of the Sanctuary, 
and if you visit, chances are you’ll be greeted at the front door by 
Roxy, the uno�  cial Ambassador to Miss Kitty.  Say hello to Roxy, the 
Jumper!

And The Escape  Artist
Gidget was plucked o�  the street on a 
cold, dark Sunday night in February.  The 
18 year-old beauty, nearly blind and deaf, 
had accidently escaped the safe comforts 
of her home.  Confused with her new 
surroundings, she crossed the street, and 
a motorist ran over her.  Luckily, David 
Corbin witnessed the hit, and ran over 
to help.  Gidget must have had a few 
more lives than the requisite nine in her 
as she was completely unscathed by the 
hit!  Caring soul that he is, David scooped 
her up and took her to the Sanctuary.  

Meanwhile, unbeknownst to the volunteers there, resident Robin 
Ballard was desperately trying to � nd her escape artist by posting 
� iers, calling vet o�  ces, and the Humane Society.  Two days later 
Robin reached out to the Sanctuary and a tearful reunion between 
mother and child took place.  Gidget has lived a long, happy life 
indoors and promises never to venture out again—one has only so 
many lives, even if you’re a cat!

Cats Benefit from Birthday

Saving the World... One Kitten at a Time.

Cayden Singletary, a rising 3rd grader at Garrison 
Pilcher Elementary School, celebrated his 8th birthday 

honoring the memory of his beloved cat “PJ.”


